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Baptismal Feast
The next celebration of Holy Baptism will be Jan 7" at the 10:30 service. This day will be a joint
celebration as the Feast of the Epiphany and The Baptism of our Lord and the Children and
Young people will have an Christmas/Epiphany program. If you are interested in baptism for
yourself or a child, contact Fr. Ed - 878-2373.

Holiday Cookie Plates
—— St. Margaret’'s Guild is preparing holiday cookies and they will be for sale on
Sunday, Dec 17 & 24. Cookie plates sell for $5.00 each and the proceeds go to
@ support the various outreach ministries sponsored by the women of All Saints’.

Gifts from the Holy Land
Searching for a unique gift for someone special? Gifts from the Holy Land will have a display
and sale on Dec 17" after both services. Their items are handcrafted in the Holy Land and the
sales benefit the Palestinian Christians in the Holy Land. This business is owned by Anwar and
Carolyn Abedrabbo, members of our parish, who donate a percentage of their proceeds from
the sale to the parish. Check their web site for more information about their products and their
mission - http://giftsfromholyland.com

United Thank Offering (UTO)
Our Fall ingathering was $880. Praise God for generous hearts! Remember to take a “blue
box” home soon to begin to fill it with change for our spring ingathering. If you'd like more
information about the UTO offering and the worldwide outreach through those offerings, talk to
Fr. Ed or go to http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.

An Everflowing Stream
Amos 5:24
In our baptismal vows (BCP p.305) we respond affirmatively to the question, "Will you strive for justice and peace
among all people..?" Let us prayerfully live out these vows. The Rev Jim Kelly, President, Standing Committee.
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Reaffirming the Church’s historic commitment to strengthen public education (G.C. 88’ 94’ and
00"

Looking at “Engage God’s Mission — Policy for Action”, | was pleased to see the
Church’s positions taken to “Strengthen Public Education.” | have been an educator
in Nevada for 45 years and am a strong supporter of the public education system. It
seems to me that the great educational leader, Ernest Boyer, put it very well several
years ago in a taped conference held by the Association for Supervision and
Curriculum Development, February 1988:

“In many communities the school is the most stable institution to be found in
America today. The family is far more troubled than the school and increasingly
we expect the schools to do what the home, the community and the churches
have not been able to accomplish. | am suggesting that the public school in this
nation is a connected institution. We can not have an island of excellence in a
sea of indifference and confusion. If we want quality in education we should

not just focus on the schools but on the social pathology that surrounds the
campus and invades the classroom every day.”

Unfortunately we are at a time when it has become fashionable to participate in that age-old
sport of school bashing. Politicians, business leaders and columnists alike seem to have nothing
better to do than to bash the social institution that is probably the most stable in our society. |
am glad to see that the Episcopal Church has taken a positive stand on education. We should
all go out of our way to commend, encourage and support those who are in the field of
education. Working positively with government and civic institutions to strengthen the public
schools is vital for the health of our nation. Those who propose voucher plans should realize
that this will weaken the public school and increasingly widen the societal gap in our nation.
Recent studies show that public school students perform equally or better than private and
charter school students. | also support keeping a Constitutional balance in treatment of the
“moment of silence” statutes and maintaining the separation of church and state to insure
freedom of religion.

| have three suggestions for supporting public school ed

1. The most vital step is to maintain and expand the reduction of class size. The
overwhelming research shows what all of us in education already knew — That
reducing class size does improve student achievement.

2. There is an ever-increasing inequality among public schools based on the socio-
economic level of the community. If we really want to “leave no child behind”
we must focus on insuring a truly equal educational opportunity which includes
both physical facilities as well as instruction.

3. In order to attract highly qualified people into the profession we must do what business

does - pay teachers better and treat them as professional.

Rev. David Mussatti Ed.D. is an Episcopal Priest (St. Patrick’s Incline) and a Professor Emeritus
in Education at Sierra Nevada College. (If you are interested in being a member of the Nevada
Social Justice Network please email Annette Mills at millsrO07@aol.com.)

Christmas Flowers
If you wish to make a donation for Christmas Flowers, you may put your offering in one of the
red or green envelopes in the pew racks or narthex, or you may send your offering to the parish
office — marked for Christmas Flowers. Please make checks to “St. Margaret’s Altar Guild”
and put in the memo “Christmas Flowers.” If you would like a thanksgiving or memorial
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listed in the Christmas Bulletin, provide that information with your donation. In order to be in the
bulletin, the information must be received by the parish office no later than Dec 18™.

Youth Activities

Youth Shopping Trip — purchasing Christmas gifts for 8 homeless teens. All

middle school and older youth are invited to help with this project — be at the

church no later than 1:45 pm on Dec 16™. We will go shopping (we have a

shopping list) and will return to the church by 6:30 pm for the potluck supper and

wrap the gifts we have purchased. On Dec 18", 4:00 to 6:00 pm, we will deliver

the qifts to the young people at the homeless shelter, and participate in a
Christmas Party with them. To participate in the gifts delivery and party, young people should
be at the church no later than 3:30 on the 18".

Diocesan and Regional Youth Activities

January 13-14 — High School lock in at St. Patrick’s, Incline Village

February 17-19 — “Winterfest” for High School age youth at Camp Galilee

February 17-18 — Middle School lock in at All Saints’

February 23" — Diocesan Youth Council meeting at Boulder City

April — New Beginnings weekend (middle school age)

May 26-28 — Teens Encountering Christ (TEC) weekend in Reno (High School age)
June?? — Mission trip to the Gulf Coast

Contact Fr. Ed, Jim & Liz Howard, Beth Pokorny, or Kate Davidson for more information about
parish, regional, and diocesan youth events.

FINANCIAL COMMITMENT REPORT
As of December 11, we have received 67 financial pledges for 2007, making a total of $144,261.
This pledge amount is 48% of the budgeted expenses for 2007. We have not received pledges
from 40 pledging units who made a financial pledge for 2006 and as of this date, total pledges
are $29,334 behind the total pledges for 2006. The vestry developed a $4,700 deficit budget;
the total expected income is $295,400 (including a 20% overstatement of offering income), and
an expense of $300,100. Based on current projections of cost to maintain our current staff and
level of ministry, we must have an income of $5,771 per week; $25,008 per month. Our income
for 2006 averages $22,535 per month, and we will probably end 2006 with an overall deficit.
This is the cost of growth. Our average Sunday attendance has increased to 168, from 150 in
2005. Our outreach ministries continue to grow and the cost of all essential utilities, insurance,
supplies, and payroll continues to increase. We have taken on the increased cost of growth
without growing our staff, except for cost of living increases, and have reduced our essential
costs for utilities and supplies to the bare minimum. “Growing pains” are part of the reality we
face as we move from a pastoral size to a program size parish. New members usually take
some time to become active in ministry and stewardship.
To pay the cost of growth, we must increase our income, and most of that comes from our
faithful members. Your vestry asks each member to increase their regular offering, and if you
have not yet completed a financial pledge card, to do so, to give your vestry a better picture of
projected income for 2007.



PARISH ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, January 21° at 9:30 am
The primary purpose of Annual Meeting is to elect vestry members to fill
vacant vestry positions and delegates to diocesan convention in October 2007
/@ (who will likely also be the delegates who elect our next bishop). A brunch
& prepared by the Women of All Saints’ will begin at 9:00 am in the Church. A
report of parish ministries and organizations, and the 2007 parish budget will

be presented.

**Qualifications to serve on Vestry is a member who is a Communicant in Good Standing*, age
16 or older, who is able and willing to attend monthly and special vestry meetings, and willing to
work with special committees and as liaison to parish organizations, and to attend an overnight
retreat Feb 9-10 in Boulder City.

Qualification to serve as a delegate to Diocesan Convention is a member who is a
Communicant in Good Standing, age 16 or older; willing and able to attend diocesan convention
October 12 — 14, 2007 at the Southcoast Casino in Las Vegas, and, if necessary, a special
electing convention to elect our next diocesan bishop.

(NOTES: *A Communicant in Good Standing is a member of All Saints’ who is regular in worship
attendance and participation in fellowship and ministry of the parish and contributes financially to support
the work of our parish. **This is a change to qualifications for vestry service consistent with diocesan
and national church canons.)

Nomination forms for vestry and convention delegate are available from any vestry member or
warden or in the literature rack in the narthex.

All Saints Parish Holiday Worship Schedule
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No Christian Education Classes — Nursery Open

Dedication of the New Stained Glass Windows at 10:30 am

December 24 — Christmas Eve

# & !' & ) &
Special Music by Holy Child members
n n * * n & &Il ' *
W& !' &

December 25 — Christmas Day
%& " & & &
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No Christian Education Classes — Nursery Open

JANUARY 6/7 — FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

Baptism and Children & Youth Epiphany program at 10:30 am
# $ + -

Christian Education Classes resume — Adult & Youth at 9:30 & Preschool — Primary at 10:00

New on the parish web site — www.allsaintsepiscopal.com - the Sunday Readings with
background information and reflections — SUNDAY’s READINGS link on the home page

Cometo the

Middle School (Junior High**)
Overnight Lock - In

**Young peoplein 6" , 7", * 8" Grade

All Saints' Episcopal Church, 4201 W. Washington Ave, Las Vegas,
NV
Saturday — February 17" 5:00 pm

to Sunday February 18" 1:00 pm
Bring: Sleeping Bag, Comfortable clothes, flashlight, Snack to share, board
games



DON@ BRING: Electronic devices (MP3 players, games, etc.) (Cel phones

will remain off during the event)
EMERGENCY CONTACT: FR. ED LOVELADY 419-1107

Thisis an event for all middle school age young people in the diocese
of Nevada, and their friends. Good food, fun, fellowship.
Contact Fr. Ed Lovelady, 702 878-2373,
e-mail: rector @allsaintsepiscopal.com for more information and to let
us know you're coming.

Congregations with youth coming are expected to provide an adult
chaperone, or coordinate with Fr. Ed to insure sufficient adult presence
(An adult, for these purposes, is someone 21 or older)
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